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4,112 sign 
Africana 
studies 
petition 


The petition 

aims to keep the 
departmental status 
of Africana studies. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


A petition to save the departmental 
status of Africana studies at Cal State 
Long Beach is less than 900 signatures 
away from reaching its goal. 

The petition was created by Presi- 
dent of the Africana Studies Student 
Association (ASSA) Brittany Brooks. 
As of late Wednesday, it had received 
4,112 signatures since its creation in 
May, and Brooks said she is not sur- 
prised by the support. 

“A lot of people believe it is unfair 
to downgrade [the department] to a 
program,” Brooks said. “I’m sure the 
amount of signatures will increase.” 


See PETITION, Page 3 


Camp Nugget 
offers activities 


for special 
needs children. 


The camp has 46 
participants this 
summer. 


By Donn GRUTA 
Assistant City Editor 


Monday marked 7-year-old Da- 
vid’s second week at Camp Nugget. 
With other children, he enthusiasti- 
cally participated in games, pranced 
around the room and was quick to 
shoot his arm into the air when it 
looked like someone deserved a high 
five. 

“He likes this place a lot,” said 
Elijah Pitman, who watched his 
younger brother from outside the 
room. “At home, he would probably 
be sleeping, watching TV or hanging 
out at the park. This helps him lis- 
ten to people more, follow directions 


See Camp, Page 2 
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George Guzman, right, cheers at a Proposition 8 decision event in West Hollywood Wednesday afternoon. 


CROWDS CELEBRATE PROP. 8 RULING 


The Supreme Court also struck down part of DOMA. 


By DANIEL SERRANO AND 


ANDREW SPENCER 
Staff Writers 


The streets of West Hollywood ex- 
ploded with rainbow flags, chants and 
signs reading “Prop. 8. Gone. Finally!” 
hours after a landmark pair of U.S. Su- 
preme Court decisions changed the 
game for same-sex marriage in Cali- 
fornia. 

In a 5-4 vote, legal challenges that 
sought to overturn a district judge’s 
ruling, which deemed Proposition 8 
unconstitutional, were thrown out 
of court. Prop. 8 was first passed in 
2008 to amend the California consti- 
tution and ban gay marriage in the 
state. 

On Wednesday, the Supreme Court 
ruled that Prop. 8’s proponents, as a 
private group, did not have the legal 
authority to defend a state law. 

“We have never before upheld the 
standing of a private party to defend 
a state statute when state officials have 
chosen not to,” Chief Justice John 
Roberts wrote in the Supreme Court’s 
majority opinion. “Neither the Cali- 


_ fornia Supreme Court nor the Ninth 


Circuit ever described the proponents 
as agents of the State, and they plainly 
do not qualify as such.” 


A section of the 1996 Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA), which denied 
the federal benefits of marriage to le- 
gally married same-sex couples, was 
struck down as well. 

The DOMA ruling will grant feder- 
al benefits to all legally married same- 
sex couples; however, the couples 
must live in one of the 12 states or the 
District of Columbia that recognize 
same-sex marriage in order to receive 
federal benefits. 

With the Prop. 8 ruling, California 


Issues same-sex 
marriage licenses 


provision prohibits 
same-sex marriage 


[| Does not recognize 
or prohibit 
same-sex marriage 


Hawaii, Illinois, and New 
Jersey allow civil unions 
that give some spousal 
rights to same-sex couples 


Conterence of State Legislatures 


State law or constitutional 


Source: Human Rights Campaign, National .- 


Graphic: Brady MacDonald, Los Angeles Times 


will become the thirteenth state to 
recognize same-sex marriage, a de- 
cision that Long Beach Vice Mayor 
Robert Garcia said he has been wait- 
ing for. 

“When Prop. 8 passed in 2008, it 
was a sad moment for the city,” Garcia 
said. 

The Supreme Court’s decision 
vindicated the actions taken against 
the rallies and protests that spread 
throughout Long Beach following 
Prop. 8’s passage, he said, and proved 


Where same-sex marriage is legal 


The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to strike down the Defense of Marriage Act means 
same-sex couples legally married in 13 states and the District of Columbia are now eligible for 
the federal protections and responsibilities afforded other married couples. 


NOTE: Laws in Calif., 7 
Minn., Del. and R.!. have ™ 
yet to take effect 


that its addition to California’s consti- 
tution was a mistake. 

“The court’s ruling is a validation 
that we were right then and that we’re 
right today,” he said. “It’s a historical 
day for California and the country. 
The court did the right thing in allow- 
ing Californians to marry.” 

Following the Supreme Court’s rul- 
ings, Gov. Jerry Brown said in a press 


See Prop. 8, Page 2 
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CSULB 


Students participate in CSULB’s annual Camp Nugget, a program that promotes a healthy lifestyle and 
provides physical activities and individualized instruction to children with disabilities. 


CAMP 


Continued from Page | 


better [and] make friends.” 

More than 40 years since its estab- 
lishment, Camp Nugget at Cal State 
Long Beach is back in full swing this 
summer, adding new names to the ros- 
ter of special needs children it has seen 
throughout the years. 

The camp began on June 18 and 
will continue through July 13, meet- 
ing Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 
noon in the Kinesiology building. 

With the help of grants, donations, 
scholarships and out-of-pocket pay- 
ments from parents, Director of Camp 
Nugget Barry Lavay said the camp was 
able to accommodate 46 children, in- 
cluding David. The camp charges $400 
per child, but scholarships are available 
to help cover the costs. 

Lavay was also able to take in six 
junior counselors, or ex-campers who 
returned to assist. 

“Our camp provides a quality pro- 
gram to children with disabilities, 
hands-on experience for my staff and 
an opportunity to give back to the com- 


munity,” Lavay said. “I really think any 
state-supported school should provide 
programs that give back to the public.” 

Lavay said many special needs and 
disabled children in the U.S. do not par- 
ticipate in any kind of physical activity, 
which is why Camp Nugget aims to 
teach children healthy physical habits 
they can use for a lifetime. 

On Monday, before going to the pool, 
children at the camp knocked down 
bowling pins with soccer balls, tossed 
bean bags in the hallway and demol- 
ished pyramids made of plastic pails. 
At the sound of a whistle minutes into 
each activity, children collectively held 
onto a jump rope and switched to an- 
other game. 

As camp counselor Adam Cahill 
— an alumnus who graduated from 
CSULB with a degree in adapted physi- 
cal education — set up the beanbag 
toss, he explained how the game was 
meant to help develop object-control 
skills. 

“Catching would be controlling an 
object,” he said, as he laid out colored 
number mats on the floor where chil- 
dren would later position themselves. 
“Essentially, we’re going to be doing 


° 


some tosses, catching with one hand, 
two hands, opposite hand, back and 
forth, maybe some partner catching — 
it depends on the age and ability of the 
kids.” ; 

Cahill said the camp thrives for a 
safe and successful environment, but 
activities still need to be challeng- 
ing. 

Lori Reich, CSULB swim program 
director and Camp Nugget assistant 
director, said she believes the ratio of 
campers to counselors makes a big dif- 
ference in everyone’s experience. 

“T believe children don’t do well in 
other camps when the staff is unpre- 
pared to teach or when there are like, 30 
campers per counselor,” Reich said. “It 
would be difficult to handle the behav- 
ioral issues we’re able to handle.” 

To further maintain safety during ac- 
tivities, each student has his or her own 
folder of medical records, medications 
and other information provided by each 
parent, according to Lavay. 

Reich said that because each child 
has different abilities, they each require 
different treatment. 

“You really have to look at them as 
individuals,” she said. 


Prop. 8 
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release that marriage licenses should 
be issued to same-sex couples soon. 

“In light of the decision, I have 
directed the California Department 
of Public Health to advise the state’s 
counties that they must begin issuing 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples 
in California as soon as the Ninth Cir- 
cuit confirms the stay is lifted,’ he 
said. 

Robin Tyler, the first plaintiff to sue 
the State of California for equal mar- 
riage rights, was celebrating in West 
Hollywood with the excited crowds 
Wednesday. She said the decision was 
a good start but that California is just 
the beginning. 

“T thought it was a very narrow 
ruling, which is why some of the 
liberal judges did not support it,” 
she said. “They essentially punted 
the ball back to California, so I was 
thrilled for California, but justice 
is not about just us. There has to be 
a tremendous fight now to get it in 
other states.” 

Shortly after the ruling, President 
Barack Obama issued a statement of 
approval. 

“The laws of our land are catch- 
ing. up to the fundamental truth that 
millions of Americans hold in our 
hearts: when all Americans are treat- 
ed as equal, no matter who they are or 
whom they love, we are all more free,” 
he said in the statement. 

Speaker of the House John Boeh- 
ner, though, was not happy with the 
decision. 

“While I am obviously disap- 
pointed in the ruling, it is always 
critical that we protect our system of 
checks and balances,” Boehner said 
in a press release. “A robust national 
debate over marriage will continue in 
the public square, and it is my hope 
that states will define marriage as 
the union between one man and one 
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Ann Meredith of Van Nuys 

celebrates the Prop. 8 ruling 

in West Hollywood. 
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woman.” 

Some students on campus, like ju- 
nior engineering major Ryan Antram, 
agreed. 

“T don’t believe in gay marriage 
per-say,” Antram said. “It’s just the 
government should not be involved 
in it ... California already voted to 
ban gay marriage a couple years ago. 
What’s the point of voting if it gets 
overturned?” 

Others, such as senior economics 
major Aman Shani, said they support 
the Supreme Court’s ruling. 

“T think you should have the right 
to marry whoever you want to mar- 
ry, and it shouldn’t affect your legal 
rights,” he said. “I think it’s kind 
of cynical to try to punish someone 
for their sexual orientation’... You 
can’t control your sexual orienta- 
tion.” 

Managing Editor Courtney Tomp- 
kins and Photo Editor Todd Johnson 
contributed to this report. 
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Communications professor gains international recognition 


Bolkan’s work focuses 
on student-teacher 
communication. 


By RasryA HUussAIN AND 


QUIANA SANCHEZ 
Staff Writers 


San Steven Bolkan may be one of the 
few professors on campus who encour- 
ages students to voice their grievances 
about their teachers. 

Bolkan, who has been a member of 
Cal State Long Beach’s Department of 
Communication Studies since 2009, 
received recognition from the Eastern, 
National and International Communi- 
cation associations for three papers he 
co-authored. 

The papers examine the relationship 
between students and teachers, specifi- 
cally communication. 

Sharon Downey, interim chair of 
communications studies, said that al- 


PETITION 


Continued from Page 1 


In late April, the ASSA and the African 
Student Union held a rally to bring atten- 
tion to a proposal by College of Liberal 
Arts Dean David Wallace to turn the de- 
partment into a program. 

Brooks said she believes turning A fri- 
cana studies into a program will degrade 
it. Her concern, she said, is that if the de- 
partment is turned into a program, teach- 
ers from different departments — who 
don’t specialize in the field — will likely 
teach the classes. 

“Downgrading it to a program shows 
a lack of value to Africana studies,” she 
said. 

The petition, which can be found on 
change.org, states that a well-rounded 
education must include Africana studies. 

“Quality education by definition is mul- 
ticultural education, [and] one of the fun- 


though the communications depart- 
ment has always had highly productive 
researchers and scholars, Bolkan has 
managed to raise the bar much higher 
in only three years. 

“It is exceedingly difficult to earn 
awards or top paper honors at our na- 
tional and regional conventions,” she 
said. “The fact that Bolkan was recog- 
nized for three different articles at three 
different conventions in the same year 
is testimony to his credibility and the 
influence of his work in our discipline.” 

Bolkan said that although it feels 
good to be recognized by one’s peers, it 
feels better to know that his work could 
have an effect on the campus commu- 
nity. 

“What we are doing has the poten- 
tial to help educators facilitate student 
learning in their classrooms,” he said. 

In the papers, Bolkan affirms that by 
voicing their concerns, students facili- 
tate progress by signaling potential ar- 
eas of improvement to their professors. 

“College instructors may believe 
they are doing a fine job in the class- 
room,” Bolkan said, “[but] complaining 
to instructors gives them the potential 


damental aims in CSULB is to promote 
diversity,’ Maulana Karenga, chair of the 
Africana studies department, said. 

The petition also states that changing 
the department into a program “is a step 
toward the eventual dissolution of Afri- 
cana Studies at CSULB.” 

Wallace said he agrees that Africana 
studies is a critical part of the curriculum 
at CSULB and that there is no attempt to 
abolish it. 

“T asked the Africana studies faculty 
to conduct a curriculum review to make 
sure that the courses necessary to sup- 
port the [major] and the minor can regu- 
larly be offered despite steady decline 
in the numbers of majors and minors,” 
Wallace said. 

Currently, there are only three tenured 
faculty in the Africana studies depart- 
ment, but six tenured faculty are needed 
to retain departmental status, according to 
the petition. 


San Steven Bolkan 


to fix individual student problems and 
to change global teaching practices.” 
Bolkan said the first paper, which 
he co-authored with one other author, 
examines why students do not provide 
constructive feedback to their profes- 
sors, even when this could potentially 
benefit their classroom experiences. 
The paper was recognized in April at 
the Eastern Communication Associa- 
tion conference, which was established 
in 1910 and is the oldest professional 


The petition also says that former 
CSULB President F. King Alexander had 
refused to hire new faculty in the depart- 
ment for eight years, which led to low fac- 
ulty numbers. 

Wallace said he disagrees. 

“Every department in the college is 
going through curriculum review,” Wal- 
lace said. “Philosophy took a much big- 
ger cut.” ; 

If Wallace’s proposal goes through, the 
program status would-not be permanent 
and could change if there is more demand 
for the courses, the CLA dean said. 

Brooks said she believes the amount of 
support and signatures will persuade the 
CLA to let Africana studies continue on as 
a department. 

“Tf it doesn’t remain a department, they 
will be offending a lot of people,” she said. 
“The petition includes signatures from al- 
most every continent ... We have world- 
wide support for this department.” 
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association of communication studies 
scholars in the U.S., according to the 
ECA website. 

Bolkan said this study found that 
there are two main reasons why stu- 
dents don’t voice their discontent: they 
often think complaining won’t amount 
to much, and they believe that their 
teachers are unapproachable. 

“We hope that professors who read 
this study will come to appreciate stu- 
dent feedback, not [see it] as threaten- 
ing communication,” Bolkan said.* 

The second paper, which Bolkan co- 
authored with two other authors, grap- 
ples with humor in the classroom and 
was recognized this month in London 
at the” International Communication 
Association conference. 

The third paper, which stemmed 
from Bolkan’s co-author and gradu- 
ate student Jennifer Holmgren’s thesis, 
looks at students’ perceptions of how 
instructors respond to their dissatis- 
faction. It will be recognized at the 
National Communication Association 
conference in November, according to 
Bolkan. 

Holmgren, who graduated in spring 


2013 with a master’s degree in commu- 
nication studies, said she and Bolkan 
found that students who voiced their 
concerns cared more about how they 
were treated than about the outcome of 
their complaints. 

Bolkan said that through his papers, 
he hopes to inspire the student popula- 
tion to speak out if they are unhappy. 

“Complaining to friends and family 
may help people build social support for 
their positions and make them feel bet- 
ter, but it will never fix students’ situ- 
ations,” Bolkan said. “If students want 
their dissatisfaction to be fixed, they 
have to give professors a chance to ad- 
dress their issues.” 

Bolkan also said that he laments the 
saying “no news is good news”; he in- 
stead encourages professors to see a 
lack of feedback as detrimental to aca- 
demic progress. 

“Ultimately, we want professors to 
welcome student feedback, and we 
want them to be able to handle their 
students’ concerns in an appropriate 
manner,” he said. “Doing these things 
is crucial to student success in a uni- 
versity setting.” 
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Senior Africana studies major Danielle Washington marches with 
protesters toward President F. King Alexander's office during a 
demonstration organized by the African Student Union on April 3o. 
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Supreme Court rulings are a step toward equality 


One big step for same-sex cou- 
ples, one giant leap for Americans. 

Wednesday’s Supreme Court rul- 
ings concerning federal benefits for 
same-sex couples and Proposition 8 
in California, are a testament to the 
power of democracy. 

While reviewing United States 

v. War- 

ner, the 
OurR VIEW Supreme 

Court 

ruled 5-4 
that same-sex couples can receive 
federal benefits in states where 
same-sex marriage is legal, thus 
repealing a part of the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA). 

“Under DOMA, same-sex 
married couples have their lives 
burdened by reason of government 
decree,” Justice Anthony Kennedy 
wrote in the majority decision. 
“DOMA’s principal effect is to 
identify a subset of state-sanctioned 
marriages and make them unequal.” 

In a similar decision, the 
Supreme Court upheld a federal 
judge’s 2010 ruling that deemed 
Prop. 8 unconstitutaional. In brief, 
same-sex couples in California 
will be able to wed relatively 
soon. 

Not surprisingly, both of the 
Supreme Court’s rulings brought 
good news not only to the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
community but to the nation as a 
whole. 

We at the Daily 49er believe 
the Supreme Court made the right 
decision to grant federal benefits 


to legally married same-sex couples and allow California to wed 


same-sex couples. 


However, we recognize that there are still many obstacles to 
overcome before same-sex marriage can be legal in all 50 states. 
Nonetheless, Wednesday’s rulings are a step forward for the 


LGBT community at large. 


For the first time in U.S. history, same-sex couples in certain 
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states can receive federal benefits. 

The implications of the ruling are enormous, as same-sex 
couples can now receive retirement and survivor benefits. 

The Prop. 8 ruling is just as important, as it will allow same- 
sex couples in California to get married. 

Though the Supreme Court refrained from making a larger judg- 
ment about same-sex marriage in the nation as a whole, its decision 
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is no less significant. 


If the rulings have taught America anything, it’s that public 
debate is extremely appreciated. 

Without cases like U.S. v. Warner, the Supreme Court would 
never have had the opportunity to make such an important ruling. 
These decisions should further motivate same-sex marriage 

advocates in their quest for true marriage equality. 


‘Mad Men’ entertains and educates audiences, a rare feat in TV 


For those who say that television only serves to 
numb children’s brains and present a farfetched 
depiction of reality, think again. 

A 15-time Emmy Award winner, AMC’s “Mad 
Men” is proof that a television show can entertain 
its audience while providing invaluable insight 
into the past. 

For those unfamiliar with the show, “Mad Men” 
is a drama based on a fictional advertising firm 
in 1960s New York City. The agency, led by Don 
Draper, is the perfect melting pot for many of the 
hot issues that have characterized the 1960s. 

Segregation, feminism and personal identity 
are only a few of the issues “Mad Men” has tack- 
led in its six seasons. 

Led by its creator, former writer and pro- 
ducer of “The Sopranos,” Matthew Weiner, 
“Mad Men” is unique in its ability to connect 
with its audience. 
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With a variety of main characters and a team of 
excellent writers, “Mad Men” has positioned itself 
as the go-to program for those interested in learning 
more about the cultural and social mores of the 60s. 

Most of the educational opportunities that 
extend from “Mad Men” come from its unique, 
nuanced historical references and 
exquisite character development. 

While watching “Mad Men,” it 
is nearly impossible to ignore its 
authenticity. Everything from the right deodorant 
brand to the year and make of the car the main 
character drives has been carefully researched. 

The program’s authenticity puts into perspec- 
tive when certain products, like birth control pills, 
were introduced and what reaction was like at the 
time. 

Throughout the show’s 78 episodes, events 
like Robert F. Kennedy’s death and the official 
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end to racial segregation made painfully clear to 
young audience members what much of the older 
generation felt at the time. 

The program’s brilliance lies in its ability to 
educate audiences while at the same time enlight- 
ening or entertaining them. Utilizing television’s 

unique ability to feature both 


SH ANE NEWELL audio and visual elements, 


“Mad Men” is in definition 
an art form. 

In a similar way, “Mad Men” is also able to 
describe events and phenomena like the Great 
Depression, the American Dream and interracial 
marriages in a way that few shows have only 
dared to try. 

Throughout its six seasons, “Mad Men” has 
debated the American Dream and subtly dis- 
cussed its importance and attainability. 

Elements of the American Dream, such as 
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white picket fences, multiple children and big, 
fancy cars, are what characters seek at the begin- 
ning of the series. 

As time progresses, however, Weiner subtly 
asks audiences whether the stereotypical ele- 
ments of the American dream are necessary to 
find personal happiness. 

For many, “Mad Men” is more than a TV pro- 
gram: it’s a call for help. 

Like a foreboding warning, “Mad Men” feels 
like a plea from the past, urging our generation 
to not make the same social, cultural or political 
mistakes that previous generations have made. 

Disagree or not, “Mad Men” is one of the most 
important programs to ever hit the airwaves. 
Without it, a wealth of information could have 
disappeared. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor at the Daily 49er. 
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Recent Iranian presidential election brings hope for future 


Out with the old, in with the new. 

Since former Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has lost his office to President-elect 
Hasan Rouhani, the political landscape of Iran is 
likely to change drastically. 

The recent political shift could have a major 
effect on Iran’s foreign relations, as the U.S. will 
likely take the opportunity to engage with the 
Islamic state. 

With a high voter turnout, almost 75 percent, 
the Iranian people fully expressed their desire 
for a change in leadership. 

The election of Rouhani signals the coun- 
try’s desire to move away from the radical Ah- 
madinejad, who served eight years as president. 

Although the true political power in Iran rests 
with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
the Iranian elections have helped demonstrate 
the people’s power to choose. For the first time in 
years, the voice of democracy prevailed. 

In spite of being both Chief Justice and 
Chief Executive, Khamenei typically allows 
the Presidency to conduct executive decisions 
for Iran. 

The tacit approval of President-elect Rou- 


hani signals a change in Iranian politics that 
could improve U.S.-Iranian relations. 

Over the past few months, many of Iran’s 
economic problems have dominated the country’s 
news. 

The problems occurred due to economic sanc- 
tions placed on Iran by several western powers, 
effectively limiting the country’s potential to 
compete and interact in an increasingly global- 
ized economy. 

Recognizing that fact, 
Rouhani has stated that he 
will “show more trans- 
parency for strengthen- 
ing trust and whenever 
the trust is tarnished, I will try to rebuild it 
again.” 

Rouhani continued on by saying that his admin- 
istration will “deliver on its promises in saving the 
economy, reviving ethics and interacting construc- 
tively with the world through a moderate policy.” 

“T believe that mutual trust and greater trans- 
parency within the framework of international 
rules and regulations are solutions to put an 
end to sanctions,” President-elect Rouhani said 


NICOLAS RODRIGUEZ 


in a 90-minute press conference in Iran, ac- 
cording to international Iranian news network, 
PressTV. 

Rouhani understands that cooperation with 
the West is necessary but not at the expense of 
Iranian sovereignty. 

“Firstly, as stipulated in the Algiers Accord, 
the Americans must state that they will never 
interfere in Iran’s internal affairs; second, they 
[must] recognize all the inalienable rights of the 
Iranian nation, includ- 
ing the nuclear one, 
and third they [must] 
abolish unilateral and 
bullying policies toward 
Iran, and ... when such conditions [are met], the 
way will be paved [for talks], Rouhani stated. 

So what does all of this mean for the United 
States? 

While the recent Iranian election may signal 
a change that the U.S. can capitalize on, it is not 
without caveats that could complicate the situation. 

One of the major issues that could prevent 
future U.S.-Iranian relations is Russia’s military 
alliance with Iran. 


An ally of Iran’s nuclear program — which 
went online in 2011 — Russia’s latest actions 
have shown its unwillingness to ease tensions 
with the U.S. 

In most of his statements, Rouhani has made 
it clear that Iran will continue to develop its rela- 
tionship with Russia. 

Since relations between the U.S. and Russia 
have been strained as of late, especially regard- 
ing the Syrian conflict, the U.S. needs to lead the 
way. 

While the U.S. sits down with Iran, it should 
also recognize Russia as an important player and 
respect its stance in global affairs 

With a moderate Iranian president in office, 

a chance to thaw icy relations between the West 
and the Middle East will hopefully occur. 

The significance of Iran’s recent election can- 
not be underestimated. 

It’s now or never for the U.S. to take charge, 
as this unique opportunity won’t happen again 
anytime soon. 

Nicolas Rodriguez is a senior political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 


Affirmative action gives unfair advantages to some students 


To many college students in California, “af- 
firmative action” is a rather foreign concept. 

Through Proposition 209 seven years ago, 
California voters banned affirmative action at 
all public universities, meaning most — if not 
all — current Cal State University students 
never heard of it during their admissions 
process. 

The same can’t be said for Abigail Fisher. 

Fisher filed a lawsuit against the University 
of Texas at Austin years ago after the university 
denied her admission in 2008, according to the 
Los Angeles Times. Fisher claimed that the uni- 
versity’s use of affirmative action barred her from 
being accepted. 

In brief, affirmative action refers to a univer- 
sity’s consideration of applicants’ race during its 
admissions process. Under the policy, a student’s 
race plays a factor in his or her acceptance to the 
university. 

Universities aim to create student diversity on 
their campuses through affirmative action, mean- 
ing the policy favors students of minority and 


underrepresented groups. 

Fisher’s case rightfully questions the constitu- 
tionality of such a policy. It made its way to the 
Supreme Court — who bounced the case back to 
the lower courts Monday. 

A white female applicant to the University 
of Texas at Austin, Fisher sued the university 
over its use of affirmative action, claiming she 
had been denied accep- 
tance due to her race, ac- 
cording to the LA Times. 

In sending the case 
back Monday, the Supreme Court told the 
lower courts to review the case and determine 
if the affirmative action policy is necessary to 
maintain diversity on the University of Texas’s 
campus. 

“The university would have us believe that its 
discrimination is likewise benign,” Justice Clar- 
ence Thomas wrote. “I think the lesson of history 
is clear enough: Racial discrimination is never 
benign.” 

The Supreme Court also asserted that affirma- 


KRISTINE MCGOWAN 


tive action is permissible only if the lower courts 
can determine that racial diversity cannot be 
achieved without the policy, according to USA 
Today. 

The Supreme Court took the case in the right 
direction. k 

There is no question that on-campus diver- 
sity benefits college students. 

Many studies have 
proved it, and many 
students come to 
college looking for 
exposure to the unfamiliar. 

Affirmative action also aims to create an equal 
playing field for all college applicants. 

Oftentimes, students from minority groups 
must overcome more challenges than others just 
to apply for college, and affirmative action gives 
them a leg up for that. 

But how can affirmative action create equality 
by giving preference to applicants based solely on 
their race? 

Take, for instance, two hypothetical college 
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applicants with the same qualifications, including 
grades and test scores, vying for the same seat in 
the classroom. 

Under an affirmative action policy, the student 
of a minority race would win the seat without 
further question. 

Is this equality? 

Although many may say otherwise, the reality 
is that racism lies at the heart of affirmative ac- 
tion. It gives preference to students based on the 
color of their skin. 

Additionally, Fisher claimed in her lawsuit 
that her grades and test scores were much 
higher than those of many admitted minority 
candidates, according to the LA Times. 

If this is true, then affirmative action has given 
an advantage to the underprivileged while taking 
away from someone more qualified and more 
prepared for college. 

I can support affirmative action’s goals — but 
not its methods. 

Kristine McGowan is a senior English major 
and the editor in chief of the Daily 49er. 
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An elaborate display of lights flood custom built stages throughout the venue as a multitude of artists like Skrillex perform electronic beats from dusk to dawn. 


Dancing in the desert: Electric Daisy Carnival 2013 


Thousands flocked to 
Las Vegas this weekend 
to experience the 
unforgettable event. 


By KirsTEN FARMER 
Contributing Writer 


There was a mysterious illumination 
radiating from the middle of the opaque 
Death Valley this weekend. Upon closer 
inspection, it proved to be millions of 
lights: multicolored, brilliant, spinning, 
energized and mesmerizing lights. It 
was a celebration of unparalleled pro- 
portion, a festival charged with a pulse 
of electrifying music and dancing live- 
lihood of more than 350,000 attendees. 
Welcome to Electric Daisy Carnival 
2013. 

Brought to life by Pasquale Rotella, 
the visionary CEO of nightlife flagship 
company Insomniac Events, EDC made 
its third trip to the Las Vegas Speedway 
from Friday to Sunday. The event host- 
ed record-breaking numbers of eager 
electronic music fans from dusk until 
dawn. 

The event opened its doors each day 
of the weekend at 7 p.m. and closed 


around 5:30 a.m., and it featured seven 
massive stage areas decked with cus- 
tom architecture, such as an enormous 
canopy of multicolored lights, pyro- 
technic canons, strobe lights, smoke, 
lasers and LED screens. 

Attendees also enjoyed 20 interac- 
tive art installations, such as a 3-D light 
tunnel, color-changing hopscotch field, 
intricate graffiti walls and fire-spewing 
daisy sculptures. There were also nu- 
merous carnival rides, cool-off zones, 
snack shacks and thousands of quirky, 
entrancing performers, acrobats, danc- 
ers and stilt-walkers. 

The sound system at each stage pro- 
vided carnival goers with incredible, 
bone-vibrating volume as they enjoyed 
talents of various electronic music art- 
ists. The extensive lineup boasted 500 
artists including well-established elec- 
tronic dance music acts, such as Knife 
Party, Kill the Noise and Krewella, 
as well as up-and-coming artists like 
Singularity and Rotella’s own creative 
piece, the Night Owl Experience. 

Some highlight acts of this year’s 
event included dubstep darling Skril- 
lex and electro-act Boyz Noize’s col- 
laboration, Dogblood, as well as Dil- 
lion Francis, Major Lazer and Rusko. 

However, the most amazing aspect 
of EDC is the pure, joyous energy that 
is the foundation of the event. It is not 
relative to age, ethnicity, religion, ori- 
entation or appearance. The audience 


of EDC is what makes this weekend 
spectacular. 

The diversity amid the crowd and 
subsequent acceptance is what makes 
the festival so special. In handmade 
costumes and beaded jewelry, the 
unique festivalgoers are the true head- 
liners, as Insomniac often denotes in 
its media advertisements. 

The overall atmosphere is one of 
childlike elation as people skip through 
the crowd, hand in hand, pausing to 
watch a stunning display of fireworks 
or dance together in shared freedom. 
In this unique blend of a concert, fes- 
tival and party, Insomniac has created 
a haven for electronic music fans to en- 
gage their passions, inspire their cre- 
ativity and commune with their kind in 
harmonious celebration. 

Whether your preference is dubstep, 
hardstyle, drum and bass, trance, elec- 
tro, house or any other kind of elec- 
tronic music, there truly is something 
for everyone at EDC. 

Above all, there is an air of love that 
seems to bring together the diversified 
crowd. Whether you are falling for 
the first time or reinvigorating a long- 
standing romance, celebrating with 
old friends or making new ones, EDC 
is a place of hope and unity, where it 
doesn’t matter where you come from, 
so long as you arrive with an open heart 
and mind. EDC is meant to be a place 
where anything is possible, and typi- 
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Week of June 27 
Harbor Cruises Pirate Invasion 
Weekdays Saturday & Sunday 
12:30 p.m. 10 a.m. -9 p.m. 


Long Beach Harbor 

Harbor Breeze Yacht Charters & Cruis- 
es tour the Long Beach Harbor on the 
65-foot double-deck Harbor Breeze 
Yacht. Adult tickets cost $12, senior 
tickets cost $10, tickets for children 
under age 12 cost $6 and tickets for 
children under five are free. 


Belmont Veterans Memorial Pier 
Pirates are taking over Belmont 
Shore this weekend in an event 
where hundreds of pirates celebrate 
the pirate life. Pirate vendors, pirate 
ship rides and Johnnies Pirate Band 
will provide entertainment. Admis- 
sion is free. 


Insights 2013: Student Art 
Exhibition 


University Art Museum Insights is 
an annual art exhibition featur- 
ing undergraduate and graduate 
student work. General admission is 
$4 and free for students and UAM 
members. 
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PHoto Courtesy OF INSOMNIAC EVENTS 


EDC welcomes a diverse group of electronic music enthusiasts. 


cal limitations are set aside in favor of 
boundless possibility and the pervading 
power of love. 

In fact, this year included the addi- 
tion of a Viva Las Vegas style wedding 
chapel where concertgoers could renew 
vows or promise anew. Rotella even 
proposed to girlfriend and ex-playmate, 
Holly Madison, atop one of the three 
ferris wheels at the festival while the 
couple’s newborn daughter, Rainbow, 
was safely cared for in a custom-built 
baby castle backstage. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Polo Verde Ave.)"A volue frame with single vision plastic lenses 
{sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented ot the 
tiene of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


People from around the world gath- 
ered to experience the incredible vi- 
vacity of this event, releasing them- 
selves from the constraints of daily 
life, disassociating from all identifiers 
that divide them and indulging in their 
dreams. Insomniac did more than put 
on a concert; it created a world based 
on freedom, happiness and acceptance 
where ordinary people became a beau- 
tiful and integral part of something 
bigger than themselves: a movement of 
music, art and life. 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 
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NBA DRAFT PREVIEW 


2013 NBA Mock Draft: 
Len is the top pick, and 
Ennis goes to Portland 
in the second round. 


By MicuaAet Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


First ROUND 


CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 
Alex Len 


Maryland | Center | 7-1 | 255 


The Cleveland Cavaliers won the draft 
lottery for the second time in three 
years and seemingly won the rights to 
draft the long, athletic, yet damaged 
center out of Kentucky in Nerlens Noel. 
However, reports out of Cleveland 
suggest the Cavs will go after the center 
from Maryland, not Kentucky. Like 
Noel, Len possesses great size paired 
with incredible coordination and agility, 
which is exactly what rising star point 
guard Kyrie Irving needs in Cleveland. 


ORLANDO Macic 
Nerlens Noel 
Kentucky | C | 6-11 | 206 


Orlando was fortunate enough to win 
the lottery during the Dwight Howard 
sweepstakes in 2004, and it would be 
hard for the Magic to pass on Noel 
despite concerns involving a torn ACL 
in his left knee. Noel is a 19-year-old 
7-footer and was the consensus No. | 
player coming out of high school a year 
ago. Noel was able to play in only 24 
games for the NBA way station that 
Kentucky has become, but he per- 
formed very well in his shortened fresh- 
man season. He averaged 10 points, 11 
rebounds and 4 blocks per game on his 
way to being named the SEC Freshman 
of the Year. 


WASHINGTON WIZARDS 
Otto Porter 
Georgetown | SF | 6-9 | 200 


With his size and playing paired with 
his unorthodox style, Porter will often 
give the opposition matchup trouble. 
He is always in constant motion on of- 
fense, and he utilizes the same motor on 
defense. If Porter can add some muscle 
the next couple years and add the abil- 
ity to impose his will on the defenders, 
he could very well be the best player 
taken in this draft. 


CHARLOTTE BOBCATS 
Ben McLemore 
Kansas | SG | 6-5 | 190 


While comparisons to Ray Allen may 
not be far off, McLemore’s shooting 

is second to none in this draft, and he 
offers more athleticism than most at the 
position. The freshman guard may lack 
the ability to create shots for himself, 
and he has some work to do on the 
defensive end, but the positives greatly 
outweigh the negatives. 


PHOENIX SUNS 
Victor Oladipo 
Indiana | SG | 6-4 | 213 


Oladipo is the next-best shooting guard 
in the draft, and he brings more experi- 
ence than anyone taken before him. The 
junior offers similar athleticism and a 
scoring ability to McLemore, but he re- 
mains a tier under the former Jayhawk. 
Oladipo brings a fantastic first step, a 
great motor on both ends and excel- 
lent rebounding ability for a guy his 
size. His offensive game will need to 
improve as a shooter and ball handler. 


Kyusunc Gone | Day 49eR 


James Ennis (11) is ranked as a top-60 prospect by both ESPN and CBS Sports. 


JAMES ENNIS SCOUTING REPORT — 


“Hits length, athleticism and versatile skill set will make 
him a valuable reserve at the beginning of his career. The 


By Micuaret Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


At this time last year, Ennis wasn’t 
projected anywhere near the first 
round and was excluded from most 
mock drafts entirely. 

That changed after Ennis had a 


strong senior year in which he led | 


Long Beach State in scoring (16.5 
PPG), rebounding (6.7 RPG) and 
steals (57 total). He got the attention 
of scouts and validated his worth 
with a strong showing at the Ports- 
mouth Invitational. 


In this mock draft, Ennis goes to 


the Portland Trail Blazers 39th over- 
_all. If Ennis is actually drafted tonight, 
_he will become the first 49er selected 
since Andrew Betts in 1998. 


Assistant Sports Editor Daniel — 


Astle contributed to this report. __ 


New ORLEANS PELICANS 
Trey Burke 
Michigan | PG | 6-1 | 190 


7 SACRAMENTO KINGS. 
ba Anthony Bennett 
UNLV | PF | 6-7 | 240 

Derroir Pistons 
8 | M. Carter-Williams 
Syracuse | PG | 6-5 | 185 


MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 


Shabazz Muhammad 
UCLA | SF | 6-6 | 225 


PorTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 
Kelly Olynyk 


Gonzaga | Center | 7-0 | 234 


PHILADELPHIA 76ERS 
C.J. McCollum 


Lehigh | PG/SG | 6-3 | 197 


fact he can guard multiple positions is a major plus.” 


- Chris Dortch, NBA.com 


“He is a high flier in the open floor and slasher off the ball 
in the half court. Hes a big-time athlete with long arms 
and a body seemingly built specifically for the wing.” 
- Jonathan Wasserman, Bleacher Repo 


‘Ennis gets out for a lot of breakaway dunks using 


anticipation and long arms to jump passing lanes” 
- Aran Smith, nbadraft.net _ 


OKLAHOMA Ciry THUNDER 
Cody Zeller 
Indiana | PF/C | 7-0 | 230 
DALLAS MAVERICKS 
K. Caldwell-Pope 
Georgia | SG | 6-6 | 205 
Uran Jazz 
Shane Larkin 
Miami | PG | 5-14 | 171 


MILWAUKEE Bucks 


Giannis Adetokoubo 
Greece | SF | 6-9 | 205 


Boston CELTICS 

Steven Adams 
Pittsburgh | C | 7-0 | 255 
1 ATLANTA Hawks 
Dennis Schroeder 
Germany | PG | 6-2 | 168 


ATLANTA Hawks 


Mason Plumlee 
Duke | C | 6-11 | 238 


CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 
Reggie Bullock 


North Carolina | SG/SF | 6-7 | 200 
CHICAGO BULLS 
Gorgui Deng 
Louisville | C | 6-11 | 230 
Urau Jazz 
Sergey Karasev 
Russia | SF | 6-7 | 197 
BROOKLYN NETS 
Rudy Gobert 
France | C | 7-2 | 238 
INDIANA PACERS 
Allen Crabbe 


California | SG | 6-6 | 197 


New York KNICKS 
Tony Mitchell 


North Texas | PF | 6-9 | 236 


Los ANGELES CLIPPERS 
Ricky Ledo 


Providence | SG | 6-6 | 197 


MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 


Lucas Nogueria 
Brazil | C | 7-0 | 220 


OF, DENVER NUGGETS 
Tim Hardaway Jr. 
Michigan | SG | 6-6 | 200 


28 SAN ANTONIO SPURS 
Isaiah Cannon 
Murray State | PG| 6-0 | 190 


2 9 OKLAHOMA Ciry THUNDER 
Tony Snell 
New Mexico | SF| 6-7 | 198 


PHOENIX SUNS 
Jamaal Franklin 
San Diego St. | SG/SF | 6-5 | 191 


SECOND ROUND 


MCT 
DeShaun Thomas (1) is projected 
to be a second-round pick. 


31. CLE: Jeff Withey, C, Kansas 

32. OKC: Nate Wolters, PG, South 
Dakota State 

33. CLE: Erick Green, PG, Virginia Tech 
34. HOU: Mike Muskala, C, Bucknell 
35. PHI: Jackie Carmichael, PF, Illinois 
State 

36. SAC: Pierre Jackson, PG, Baylor 
37. DET: Livio Jean-Charles, SF, France 
38. WSH: Colton Iverson, C, Colorado 
State 

39. POR: James Ennis, SF, Long 
Beach State 

40. POR: Erik Murphy, PF, Florida 

41. MEM: Lorenzo Brown, SG, North 
Carolina State 

42. PHI: Glen Rice Jr., SF, NBA Devel- 
opment League 

43. MIL: CJ Leslie, SF, NCST 

44. DAL: Archie Goodwin, SG, 
Kentucky 

45. POR: Ray McCallum, PG, Detroit 
46. UTAH: James Southerland, PF, 
Syracuse 

47. ATL: Trevor Mbakwe, PF, Minnesota 
48. LAL: DeShaun Thomas, SF, Ohio 
State 

49. CHI: Alex Abrines, SG, Spain 

50. ATL: Carrick Felix, SG/SF, Ari- 
zona State 

51. ORL: Kenny Kadji, PF, Miami 

52. MIN: Myck Kabongo, PG, Texas 
53. IND: Marko Todorovic, PF, Spain 
54. WSH: Peyton Siva, PG, Louisville 
55. MEM: Dewayne Dedmon, C, USC 
56. DET: Solomon Hill, SF, Arizona 
57. PHX: Phil Pressey, PG, Missouri 
58. SA: Nemanja Dedovic, PG, Lithuania 
59. MIN: Rodney Williams, SF, Minnesota 
60. Memphis: B.J. Young, SG, Arkansas 


Visit daily49er.com/sports for a 
complete mock draft with analysis and 
commentary for all first-round picks. 


